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YEAR’S SUPPLY OF TIN ON HAND 


Defense Commission Also Announces Technologic 
Committee on Tin Smelting 


Tin stocks available to the United States are now estimated 
as equivalent to more than one year’s supply, according to 
an announcement this week by E. R. Stettinius, Jr., in 
charge of the Industrial Materials Division of the National 
Defense Advisory Commission. This estimate takes into 
account unusually heavy demands that will result from the 
National Defense program, and includes stocks currently 
held by industry and the amounts already received or afloat 
to the United States under the Government stock pile 
program. 

Large amounts of tin are needed for solder, bearings, and 
other important tin products, in addition to tinplate. Im- 
ports of tin reached a new high in September of 14,300 long 
tons. This is nearly 2,000 tons more than the previous 
monthly record, received in August, and is more than double 
the normal monthly consumption. 

Mr. Stettinius also announced this week that a technologic 
committee on tin smelting has been appointed by the Na- 
tional Defense Advisory Commission in joint action with the 
Metals Reserve Company, a subsidiary of the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation. The personnel was recommended by 
the National Academy of Sciences. 

The purpose of the committee is to review the eight pro- 
posals that have been submitted to Metals Reserve Company 
for the building of a tin smelter in this country as part of the 
preparedness program and to recommend the selection of 
one of them. The committee is beginning its work in 
Washington at once. 

The members of the committee are: Chairman, Clyde 
Williams, director, Battelle Memorial Institute, Columbus, 
Ohio; Walter C. Smith, metallurgist, Cerro de Pasco Cop- 
per Corporation, New York; John F. Thompson, executive 
vice president, International Nickel Company, Inc., New 
York; and F. W. Willard, president, Nassau Smelting & 
Refining Company, New York. 


1939 Production of Tinplate Smaller than 1937 


The United States production of tinplate showed a small 
decrease for 1939 as compared with the year of heavy pro- 


President Signs Excess-Profits Tax Bill 


The excess-profits and corporate income tax bill 
became a law on October 8 when it was signed by the 
President. The provisions of the measure, which are 
effective for the current year, and their application 
to canners was discussed in the INrorMATION LETTER 
of October Sth. 
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duction, 1937, according to preliminary figures compiled 
from returns of the Census of Manufactures for 1939. Total 
production of tinplate was reported to be 5,121,442,997 
pounds in 1939, as compared with 5,433,508,753 pounds in 
1937. The decerase in the 1939 production represents a drop 
of 5.7 per cent. 

Production of coke plate was 5,083,675,697 pounds in 
1939, as compared with 5,382,573,615 pounds in 1937; and 
production of charcoal plate was 37,767,300 pounds in 1939, 
as compared with 50,935,138 pounds in 1937. 


Daily capacity of tinplate plants, on a 24-hour basis, was 
24,873,364 pounds in 1939 and 23,723,367 pounds in 1937. 


Label Statements for Dietary Foods Considered 


Label statements for foods for special dietary uses were 
the subject of hearings that began in Washington on Mon- 
day, October 7. The hearings were held to discuss the 
proposed regulations on this subject previously announced 
by the Administrator, and final regulations will be pro- 
mulgated on the basis of the evidence presented at the hear- 
ings. For the text of the proposed regulations and a dis- 
cussion of their requirements, see the INrorMATION LETTERS 
of September 7 and 21, pp. 6318 and 6334. 

The entire week was devoted to testimony by government 
witnesses who gave evidence to justify the required label 
statements that have been proposed. The greater portion of 
this testimony related to the provisions of the regulations 
that deal with vitamins and minerals and the label statements 
concerning these substances that must be used when foods 
are represented to be for special dietary uses. 

The hearings will resume on Monday, October 14, when 
industry representatives will present their testimony. 


Complaints Issued Against Food Distributors 


A violation of the brokerage provisions of the Robinson- 
Patman Act by the Clover Farms Stores Corporation and its 
wholly-owned subsidiary, the Lane-Lease Company of Cleve- 
land, is alleged in a complaint issued by the Federal Trade 
Commission this week. 

The complaint alleges generally that the Clover Farms 
Stores Corporation is an organization that renders services 
to a group of wholesale grocers owning all of its stock, and 
that the Lane-Lease Company is a merchandise broker en- 
gaged in negotiating sales of food products to the whole- 
salers who comprise the Clover Farms Stores group. 

Various canners and other manufacturers of grocery 
products have, it is alleged, paid brokerage to the Lane- 
Lease Company on sales made to this group of wholesalers. 
This is claimed to be a violation of the Act for the reason 
that the wholesalers control the Lane-Lease Company by 
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virtue of their stock ownership of the Clover Farms Stores 
Corporation and the latter corporation's ownership of all 
stock of the Lane-Lease Company. 

The Commission has also issued an order directing 
Parker T. Frey, trading as Parker T. Frey Co. and Nearby 
Sales Co., Philadelphia, to cease and desist from violations 
of the brokerage provision of the Robinson-Patman Act. 
The respondent is a broker in the sale of food products, 
particularly canned sea food and vegetables. 


Printers’ Ink Compliments N.C.A. on Label Manual 


The “Schoolmaster,” in the October 11 issue of Printers’ 
Ink, extended some compliments to the Association with 
regard to the labeling manual. The item is reproduced 
below: 


“To the Schoolmaster’s desk comes a book, ‘Labels For 
Canned Foods,’ published by the National Canners Associa- 
tion. The subtitle, ‘A Manual for Canners in Formulating 
Labels Under the Requirements of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act,’ gives an excellent idea of the book's 
contents, 

“Although designed primarily for canners, this is such a 
thorough and extensive study of requirements under the 
Food and Drug Act that it can be recommended to any 
advertiser who markets his products under that act. 

“The introductory section, with its history of the act, its 
description of procedure under public hearings, _ its 
thorough outline of labeling requirements, will be particu- 
larly helpful. Also helpful will be the closing section on 
typical label arrangements. Here are pictured, by means of 
simple line drawings, a number of label arrangements that 
are satisfactory under the act. 

“The Schoolmaster wishes to congratulate both the as- 
sociation and its Labeling Committee on a splendid job done 
for the members. This is another example of the service 
rendered by the modern, progressive trade association.” 


Ollie Gilliatt, Former Board Member, Dies 


Funeral service for Ollie Gilliatt of the Vincennes Packing 
Corporation, who died suddenly Monday, October 7, was 
held Thursday at Plainville, Ind. 


Mr. Gilliatt had been connected with the canning industry 
since 1908. He had served as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Canners Association and at the 
time of his death was a member of its Administrative Coun- 
cil. He was also a past president of the Indiana Canners 
Association. 


President Signs Buck Bill 


The President on October 8 signed the Buck bill (H. R. 
10080), thus amending the Internal Revenue Code to permit 
the same person who files a claim for draw-back of customs 
duty with respect to sugar used in the production of articles 
exported to file claim with the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
for refund of the tax paid on the sugar under Section 402 of 
the Sugar Act of 1937. 


Congress Takes No Action on Adjournment 


Congress has taken no action yet on adjournment and 
continues in session. Both the Senate and the House re- 
cessed over the week end. 


AUGUST SUGAR RECEIPTS 


Decreased Slightly Below Amount of Sugar 
Released During Month of July 

Total receipts of sugar for consumption during August, 
including quantities released from bonded warehouses, were 
only .1 per cent below the amount of the July receipts, 
according to Department of Commerce figures. Receipts 
during August amounted to 820,761,281 pounds, as com- 
pared with 821,515,299 pounds released during July, and 
779,791,196 pounds released during June. The receipts 
during August were 5.3 per cent larger than total receipts 
during June. 

In the table below, compiled from the reports of the 
Department of Commerce, are shown imports into the United 
States during August of raw and refined sugar, both dutiable 
and free: 


Origin Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 
Foreign countries Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Canada 
Mexico. 
Cuba 84,004,011 45,700 
Netherlands Indies... ........... 
Philippine Islands. . 4,345,000 219,322,628 13,491,650 ....... 
aa . 225,282,200 219,334,960 97,705,661 110,000 
U. 8. Territories 
Total receipts... 225,282,200 497,056,120 97,705,661 717,300 


The following table shows the imports of sugar by ports 
of entry. These figures also include imports for direct con- 
sumption and withdrawals from bonded warehouses within 
the United States. 


Raw Refined 
Port of Entry Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Massachusetts... 43,478,767 8,735,999 41,300 
New York............ 31,456,404 61,954,241 32,154,100 64,300 
Philadelphia... 15,500 54,052,303 2,241,500 ....... 
Maryland..... 350) «51,100,862 6,909,900 32,700 
Georgia.... ‘ 2,600 ,000 
Mobile....... 3,457,100 §=10,900 
New Orleans. . 83,803,721 42,570,133 2,184,500 . 
Galveston 2,060,000 2,100 
San Francisco 17,354 8,300 235 
Los Angeles. 3,345,000 4,032 9,000,050 
Washington 1,000 ,000 4,248,800 
Michigan 
Total... ...« 225,282,200 219,334,960 97,705,661 110,000 


Congress Extends Sugar Act for Another Year 


The Senate last week passed without amendment the 
Cummings bill (H. R. 9654) to extend for one year the pro- 
visions of the Sugar Act of 1937 and the taxes levied with 
respect to sugar. These taxes, under existing law, would 
expire on June 30, 1941. The bill has been sent to the Presi- 
dent for his approval. 
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LATE CANNING CROPS REPORTS 


Agricultural Marketing Service Compiles October 1 
Estimates on Production 


October 1 reports and estimates on production from proc- 
essors of five canning commodities—tomatoes, beets, green 
lima beans, cabbage for kraut, and pimientos—have been 
compiled by the Agricultural Marketing Service. These late 
season reports are as follows: 


Tomatoes for Processing 


The 1940 production of tomatoes for processing is ex- 

ted to tetel 1,814,100 tons, according to the Agricultural 
Marketing Service. This indicated production is based on 
reports received from tomato canners and products manu- 
facturers containing information on the condition of the 
crop on October 1 and probable yield per acre. It com- 
pares with the estimated 1939 production of 1,996,800 tons 
and average production for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) 
period of 1,533,200 tons. 


The 1940 yield of tomatoes indicated on October 1 of 4.63 
tons per acre compares with 5.58 tons harvested in 1939 and 
an average of 4.15 tons obtained during the preceding 10- 
year (1929-38) period. Although picking operations were 
carried on over a large part of the country through the last 
two weeks of September, reports of rather severe frosts from 
scattered areas indicated that the season would likely come 
_ = 0g early in October except in a few widely scattered 
jocalities, 


Yield Production 
State Indicated Indicated 
1939 1940 1939 1940 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 

56.0% 6.9 5.4 197,300 
7.4 5.3 131,000 95,400 
5.0 4.3 361,500 318,200 
6.8 5.1 37.400 23 
4.3 4.0 33,500 34,800 
4.2 3.9 191,100 =160,300 
2.5 2.7 6,500 9,700 
1.4 2.5 7,000 17,200 
Colorado. 7.5 5.6 16,500 16,200 
9.8 7.5 60 54,800 
6.6 6.0 380,400 383,700 
3.5 3.6 69 69,400 
5.58 4.63 1,996,800 1,814,100 


Beets for Canning 


The October 1 indications point to a record-high Ee. 
duction of 73,130 tons of beets for canning in 1940, according 
to the Agricultural Marketing Service. The production now 
in prospect for this season compares with 44,740 tons 
estimated for 1939 and an average of 43,700 tons for the 
10-year (1929-38) period. 

The October 1 indicated yield of 5.99 tons per acre for 
1940 compares with 5.38 tons harvested in 1939 and an 
average of 5.90 tons obtained for the 10-year (1929-38) 
period, Favorable weather has prevailed for this crop 


during the last two weeks of September in all important 
producing States. 
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Yield Production 

State Indicated Indicated 

1939 1940 1939 1940 

Tons Tons Tone Tons 
6.0 7.1 600 3,600 
3.4 4.0 1,000 1,200 
5.6 6.9 9,500 21,400 
6.0 7.2 3,200 5,200 
3.8 4.2 7,040 9,230 
5.38 5.99 44,740 73,130 


Green Lima Beans for Processing 


Production prospects for green lima beans have improved 
since September 15, according to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. On the basis of October 1 conditions, a total of 
29,610 tons are in prospect for canning, freezing, or other 
processing in 1940. This prospective production compares 
with 29,790 tons estimated for 1939 and an average of 
16,460 tons for the 10-year (1929-38) period. 


The 1940 yield of 1,169 pounds per acre indicated by the 
October 1 conditions compares with 1,205 pounds harvested 
in 1939 and an average of 1,103 pounds obtained during the 
10-year (1929-38) period. Yield prospects improved since 
September 15 in the important Eastern States but showed a 
slight decline in Michigan and Wisconsin. 


Yield Production 

State Indica Indicated 

1939 1940 1939 1940 

Pounds Pounds Tons Tons 
1,190 1,080 6,490 5,350 
1,280 1,660 4,720 6,390 
1,500 1,100 1,240 1,100 
1,190 920 1,190 1,200 
1,306 983 9,090 7,410 
1,205 1,169 20,790 29,610 


Pimientos for Processing 


Reports received by the Agricultural Marketing Service 
from pimiento processors in California and Georgia con- 
taining information on the condition of this crop on October 1 
and probable yield per acre indicate a 1940 production of 
12,020 tons. The production now in prospect for this season 
compares with 23,210 tons estimated for 1939 and an average 
prenaeen of 17,410 tons for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) 
period. 

The October 1 indicated yield of .78 tons indicated for 
1940 compares with 1.05 tons harvested in 1939 and an aver- 
age yield of 1.56 tons per acre for the 10-year (1929-38) 
period. During the last two weeks of September, prac- 
tically no change occurred in California but in Georgia the 
condition of the crop and yield prospects declined slightly 
from the yields expected in mid-September. 


Yield Production 
State Indicated Indicated 
1939 1940 1939 1940 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 
3.70 3.00 4,400 2,100 
1.05 .78 23,210 12,020 
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Cabbage for Kraut 


A total 1940 production of 173,600 tons of cabbage for 
kraut is in prospect for 1940, according to the Agricultural 
Marketing Service. This estimate is based on reports re- 
ceived from kraut packers containing information on the 
condition of the crop on October 1 and probable yield per 
acre. The production estimated in 1939 is 146,600 tons and 
for the preceding 10-year (1929-38) period it averaged 
158,000 tons. 

The October 1 indicated yield of 9.19 tons per acre com- 
pares with 7.44 tons harvested in 1939 and an average for 
the preceding 10-year (1929-38) period of 7.80 tons per 
qm. Improvement in the yield prospects during late 

tember occurred in New York State, Ohio, Minnesota, 

Colorade and Washington, but in the important Middle 
Western States of Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, a slight 
decline was indicated in the tonnage in prospect. 


Yield Production 


Indicated Indicated 
1939 1940 


Tons Tons 
72,700 


11,900 
10,700 


~ 28 


Unsold Stocks of Canned Salmon 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on September 30, 1940, 
amounted to 1,624,243 actual cases, as compared with 2,- 
458,388 cases on September 30, 1939, and with 1,810,806 
cases on September 15, 1940, according to statistics compiled 
by the Association of Pacific Fisheries. The Alaska salmon 
pack up to September 28 of this year amounted to 5,021,797 
standard cases, according to the Fishery Market News Ser- 
vice of the Department of Interior. The Alaska pack for 
1939 on September 23 of last year was 5,148,488. 

The 1940 figures on unsold stocks are based on reports 
from 80 companies canning 99 per cent of the 1940 pack, 
and the 1939 figures in the following table are based on 
reports from 81 companies canning 99 per cent of the 1939 
pack. The table below gives detailed figures on unsold 
stocks: 


Total 
Talls Flats Halves Sept. 30, 
(1 pound) (1 pound) (8 dozen) 1940 


Total 
Sept. 30, 
1939 

Cases 
40,872 
16,403 
1,131 
232 
33,154 
1,514,545 


GRADES OR VARIETIES 


Indexes of Employment and Prices 


The wholesale price index for all commodities rose .1 of 
a point during the week ending October 5, 1940, but it was 
still 1.2 points lower than for the corresponding date in 
1939, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The 
all-foods index declined .1 of a point during the week, leaving 
it 2.2 points below the comparable 1939 figure. 


The employment and payroll indexes for all industries 
rose 4.0 and 7.2 points respectively from July to August 
1940, and both were appreciably higher than in August 1939. 
The employment and payroll indexes for the canning and 
preserving industries showed their usual sharp seasonal 
increase from July to August of this year, although they were 
still considerably below last year’s level of activity. 


In the following tables, derived from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reports, the employment and payroll indexes are 
based on the average for the years 1923-25 taken as 100 per 
cent, while for the wholesale price indexes the average for the 
single year 1926 is taken as 100 per cent. 


-——Employment—— ————Payrolla——— 
Aug., July, Aug., Aug., July, Aug., 


99.5 96.3 103.7 96.5 80.7 
170.9 288.5 240.0 146.7 2651.1 


- Wholesale Prices—————_ —— 
Oct. 5, Sept. 28, Sept. 21, Sept. 14, Sept. 7, Oct. 7, 
1940 1940 1940 1940 1940 1939 


77.7 
70.8 


77.7 
71.1 


77.9 
71.3 


78.0 
71.6 


79.0 
72.9 


Senate Committee to Study Business Problems 


The Senate this week approved a resolution under which 
a special committee of seven Senators has been appointed 
to study the problems of small business. The committee is 
composed of Senators Murray of Montana, chairman, Mead 
of New York, Maloney of Connecticut, Ellender of Louisiana, 
Stewart of Tennessee, Taft of Ohio, and Capper of Kansas. 


Bids Requested on 500 Cases of Asparagus 


The Veterans Administration, Arlington Bldg., Washing- 
ton, D. C., has issued requests for bids on 500 cases (6 No. 
10 cans) of canned soup tips and cuts of asparagus. Bids are 
to be opened October 22, and delivery is to be made to the 
supply depot at Chicago. 
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